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N I A C T 

FOR THE PRESIDENT FROM THE SECRETARY. 

"DEAR MR. PRESIDENT: 

I FEEL YOU SHOULD KNOW THAT THE CONFERENCE TOOAY HAS TAKEN 
WHAT I CONSIDER A SERIOUS TURN FOR THE WORSE. TH I'S MAY OF 
COURSE BE STANDARD SOVIET TACTICS OR GROMYKO MAY HAVE INSTRUCTIONS 
TO STONEWALL UNTIL SOME PARTICULAR SCHEDULED EVENT IN POLAND 
OR EEN (#) THE VICE PRESIDENT'S ARRIVAL IN MOSCOW. THERE IS NO 
DOUBT HOWEVER BUT THAT THE SOVIET POSITION HAS HARDENED SINCE 
THE RECESS. THIS AFTERNOON GROMYKO WAS NOT ONLY OBSTRUCTIVE 
BUT OBJECTIONABLE IN THE TALK WE HAD IN PRIVATE SESSION 
FOLLOWING COUVE'S LUNCHEON. 

ALL THREE OF US DID OUR BEST TO PIN HIM DOWN ON WHAT OUR POSITION 
WOULD BE WITH RESPECT TO OUR RIGHTS AT THE EXPIRATION OF ANY 
TEMPORARY AGREEMENT ON BERLIN. ALL THAT GROMYKO WA5 INTERESTED 
IN TALKING ABOUT WAS THE ALL-GERMAN COMMITTEE WHICH HE HAD 
PROPOSED, OR SOME VARIANT OF IT WHICH WOULD MAINTAIN ITS 
ESSENTIAL FEATURES OF FORCING THE FEDERAL REPUBLIC TO DEAL 
DIRECTLY WITH THE DDR AS AN EQUAL, THEREBY ENHANCING THE 
LATTER «S PRESTIGE AND IN FACT TAKING THE FIRST STEP TOWARD 
THE TYPE OF CONFEDERATION WHICH THE SOVIETS ADVOCATE. 

EVERY TIME (AND IT MUST HAVE HAPPENED A DOZEN TIMES) SELWYN 
OR COUVE OR I ASKED GROMYKO IN WHAT RESPECT WAS THE INTERPRE- 
TATION WHICH WE HAD PLACED ON HIS STATEMENTS ON OUR RIGHTS 
INCORRECT GROMYKO GAVE US ONE OF TWO REPLIES. EITHER HE 
SAID WITHOUT ACKNOWLEDGING THE QUESTION "1ET US NOW DISCUSS 
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THE ALL-GERMAN COWMi.TjGfrW OR HE 5AJD "THE SOVIET UNION HAS 
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MADE ITSELF ENTIRELY CLEAR ON THIS MATTER." ALTHOUGH HIS 
MANNER WAS POLITE AND ALMOST GENIAL THE NET IMPRESSION WAS 
CLOSE TO INSULTING. COUVE FEELS THAT WE ARE APPROACHING 
THE BREAK-UP OF THE CONFERENCE WHICH DOES NOT UNDULY DISTRESS 
HIM AND SELWYN IS DEPRESSED. I THINK MYSELF IT IS TOO EARLY 
TO JUDGE BUT I DID WANT TO SEND YOU A WORD ON WARNING ON THE 
WAY THINGS SEEM TO BE GOING. MAC AND I ARE LUNCHING ALONE 
WITH MR. AND MRS. GROMYKO TOMORROW AND WE WILL HAVE ANOTHER 
QUADRIPARTITE LUNCHEON MEETING ON MONDAY AFTER WHICH WE SHOULD 
KNOW MORE. WE ALSO HAVE AGREED TO A PLENARY FOR TUESDAY 
AFTERNOON. 

FAITHFULLY, SIGNED: CHRIS." 

HERTER 
PJD-22 
(#)AS RECEIVED. WILL SERVICE UPON REQUEST. 




SECRET 



